Homelcss act1v1sts ob]ect

To the editor:

Writer Kathy Salamon fell far
from her usually creditable

level of journalism with your.

Aug. 23 story ‘‘Arson suspected
in fire that hits SC restaurant.”
Usually on-the-scene and

detailed in her coverage of -
folks struggling against the”

cruel and unworkable Santa
Cruz City Sleeping Ban, her
last story descends to sensa-
tional innuendo and. unsubstan-
tiated. slander Iin linking a
candlelight vigil to the mayor’s
house with a fire at the Saturn
Cafe that began three hours.
later.

Salamon has had the confi-

dence and trust of homeless and

their advocates in the past, but

the cheap character assassina- -
tion produced by interweaving.

a legitimate protest. and an
unrelated fire in such detail
and length shows both lrrespon-

Q/lo/ zz

sible journalism and a funda- R

mental indifference to the
nightly intimidation, harass-
ment, and brutality that “crim-

inal sleepers” face in Santa
Your two rival dailies’
“were considerably more sensi- -
tive to the rights and reputa--
‘tions of the most powerless.

Cruz.

segment of the comimunity. We

hope future coverage of home--
less struggles will return to the

higher and more responsible

'level you’ve held to in the past. ) v

. ROBERT NORSE'
-P.OBox 1735 . -
Santa Cruz |

The story in quesuon. in the -
.. second ' paragraph,
there was no evidence ‘“to.-

link the fire to the demonstra-

tors.”” Norse, author of the ..

letter above. was also’ quoted
in the same story denying his
group had anything to do wlth
the fire — editor. ™ -
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Jdn&mhu:hlrrﬁb.mlhTmUuiSaludav

- Citizens organize meal for homeless

+0 sll comera. hoping to Ol empty
.. Stomachs and send & mensage.

‘We are doing
this to show that
we do care, and
that somebody
loves them.' -

— Jackle Brbss.
meal orgamzer

Helong Cﬁduum who sald
l\l.lﬂlllnll

. 'Ilmomnlcodunlm

Brosy sald the effort was the v
md-m-n-mnm.m
friends.

food and
a ulmllhm&m-
eral focal businemses.

The group will seeve anothe
Meal inday at 3 p.ov. and hopes |

. lorate a_kitchen 10 continoe th
. srvice this winter. The huney
were thankful for 8 weekend men

“IU's been grest tnday. AU th
llldienn-endoudmdlhdn
K- 10 r2t,” sald Jerry Fiher,

ml--uman-honuhc-

l’nl thisle rmn. Vietham veteran. .
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We announce the return of the Street Sheei an occais-
ional paper devoted to street news and opinion and the

continuing fight for homzless rights. We invite your con-

tributions.and comments. Send photos, jokes, news, money
t wishes to us wherever we happen to be on the mall (up
in front of the Bookshop. Santa Cruz and Lulu's).

HOMELESS RALLY AT CITY HALL DISGRUNTLES COUNCIL
The afternoon Supper at City Hall happened last
Tuesday with folks chowing down on tasty morsels pre-

: ppared by Shannon, Jane, and Rebecca... Thanx to local
guitarists (including the incomparable Eddy) for providing

us and the City Council meeting inside with a reminder
that there is real life and music in spite of the noxious
Camping Ban (see left). Credative chalk muralists pro-
vided some wise words to the City Council to adorn their
walls, but they didn't seem to want to read the wr1+1ng
there and insisted thatit be removed.

The Mayor and Council sgt unphased and unmoved by
the testimony of numerous courageous homeless folks.

- Rumor had it they had already prepared their response
before the meeting.

Laird, speaking perhaps for himself and perhaps for

his gang of psuedo-progressive benchwarmers, made-no

apologies for the Council's delay in considering - the

_Camplng Ban (they may be wvaiting to “"receive".- the report
"of. their Human Relations Task Force so that it coincides

with the ‘political campaign of Jane Y., its.head.)
There Wwas no excuse for the Council's not taklng

and San Franc1sco) Lhej ‘have the po«er to ‘do this
under the ordinance and declined to do so.

Perhaps these caring progressives will reconsider
the issue when the people of Santa Cruz draw it more
dramatically to their attention by placing their bodies
on the line (or in their cars downtown, or on the soft
grass near .City Hall). Only time will tell.

_ : RN
UPCOMING EVENTS

July 12: 2nd Supper at City Hall. Another-merry
gettogether, tentatively scheduled for 4:00. We invite
the City Council to join us outside for eats and dis-
cussion to help us better understand their reasons for
criminalizing sleeping vithin city limits. o
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bcfore their sentences are up as tt‘-'

“This momlng when l got to the
jail, we had'in our main jail 361
people. Our bed capacity Is 230. The

one
another.

Please see SHERIFF — A16

Tupre you thlnklng about"
Is. the multidisciplinary team?”
bureaucrat

Noren hung his head over
and said, “I'm boggled.”

Leask. won't leave town,” Noren
- sald.
;  Leask, colncldcntally. announced

Wednesday that his chain of de-

asked

5.C Si'nl-me' q’”lgg "/

l\/lakeshlft
campsute
bulldozed

Neary Lagoon cleanup
displaces more homeless

By TOM LONG
Sentinel staft waiter

SANTA CRUZ — Bulldozers and chalnsaws ripped
through the woods on the perimeter of Neary Lagoon
Tuesday, destroving an elaborate makeshift- camp-

Jjust a week ago..

before bulldozers moved in early Tuesday morning.

they got the crawdads from.”
Set back behind deep brush, the campground con-
sisted of a “living room" with sofas, a lounge chair,

“bedrooms™ scattered around the center of the camp-
ground with mattresses tucked beneath trees and

. partment stores has been sold.

’ -

behlnd bushes. , K
“It just shows you that people on the street have
. that same nesting instinct as the rest of us,” home-
less advocate Jane Imler said later Tuesday.
i The Santa Cruz City Public Works Department
: spearheaded the cleanup Tuesday, after police of-
; ficers had discovered the camp last week. .

5. As Officer Townsend wandered about the campslte
! Tuesday, a pile of what seemed to be dirty clothes on
Accordlng to 'l‘ownsend pollce oll"' cers Hrst dis-

covered the camp when one of Its residents led them_

surprlsing him. Townsend called the man back and
talked to him for a mlnute before lemng hlm walk

* 'Tuesday — wadded toilet paper; sanitary napkins,
ground that had housed more than a dozen people .

“This was thelr home,” sald poltce officer Davrd )

i'to the grounds to c’hargc another résident with attack- -~
{ Ing him. Townsend said that more than a dozen people "
; were gathered around the living room of the camp-’
! ground at that point, They were cited for camping
;- llegally and given 48 hours to move thelr belongings.”
‘.. Trash was scattered all around:the campground

rotting boxes, shampoo bottles and every imaginable
kind of alcoholic-beverage contalner. Much of it was
in the swamp area at the edges of Neary Lagoon, a
wildlife preserve;

Townsend who Inspected the. campground just:-

“When we first came here they had a pet rat, acat, a’
dog, they even had crawdads. I dont know where

a hearth and even a hideaway bed. Residents had

According to Pubtle Works dlrector Larry Frwln. i
the two-day cleanup of the camp slte will cost the city
nearly $1,000.

This was the second major effort by city pollv.e to

"destroy campsites in the past two months. Earlier
efforts have bee:: on the Pasatiempo property beneath |
Tanner Heights — off Highway 17 —, where pollce.
finally took chainsaws to the campgrounds last week !
in an effort to drive campers off.

A major concern at both sites has been envlronmen-
tal pollution caused by campers who use the areas

. without any kind of sanitation or refuse control. -

Homeless advocates and volunteers cleaned tons of
garbage cff the Pasatiempo property during A_ngust.

** % hear the ¢hleCsaying if you put’:
these 23 drunks in jail then Sam

a mattress suddenly stood up and staggered away, -

Parn; HIACKINE; (NE: 0ERINNINEG: UL &: Y
long; million-dollar renovation. Where :
the park’s inhabitants to go? "

Not, we hope, to nearby neighborhc
parks, to dominate them they way tt
had come to dominate St. James Park

The concentration that grew in
James Park is less likely in neighborhc
parks because the new place for hand
out meals will be the parking lot of
temporary shelter for the homeless
Montgomery Street, not another park. |
those who get meals will not be allow
to hang around the shelter betwe
meals.

Our concern is that street people v

but the County Envlronmental Health Depa
has ordered the Pasattempo Homeowners Asso

.to finish the cleanup. effort wlthln the nexl

weeks., |
Imler "and another homeless advocate,
Norse, both argued that the discovery of ¢

-campground only shows how widespread the

less problem in Santa Cruz is, while the destruw

: the campground served no purpose.

- “1 think it's real obvious that the .Clty {
hasn't solved the homeless problem with th
Street Shelter,” said Imler; who Is. running

. couneil, “This points up the real critical need f
‘kipd of campground.™

“The question Is, - what is the solut:lon""

" asked, “Is the solution, just simply destroyir
- organized campsites of the homeless? They cou

asked for a cleanup but instead they drive the
" Both Imler and Norse have repeatedly as!

”Clty Council to do away with the city’s campi

ordinance and bufld a campground with sa
facilities where the homeless could congregat

“This worrles me as an environmentalist, ¢
also concerned about the fire aspect,” Imler s

Police say the Neary Lagoon area has been
an illegal campsite for more than 50 years,
. back to Depression-era hobos wha would cam
the railroad tracks that run past the area. Ac
to' Townsend, most of the campers who sta
have a long history of alcoholism and public |
tlon arrests. Townsend also sald that’ while |
the Neary's Lagoon campers are “docile,” tl
also suspected of doing a lot of shopllftlng to !
thelr alcohol hablts
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FIGHT THAT TICKET (Part 1)

Wakened from a pleasant sleep by some armed thug in blue
or brown? Rousted for drinking a quiet beer in the grezt outdoors
cause you don't have the money to booze it up et the local bar?

Hassled for sittling pesceably on the mall? Don't tear up that
little yellow ticket he takes such pleasure in giving you. Fight it !

First, understand you are dealing with a bunch of crazy
and discrirminaztor laws that punish poor people for what rich people
can do freely in the privacy of their homes and buxmlinesses, Particu-
larly crazy (and under current attack) is the City Camping law (6.36),
vhich actually sweevs up tourists, folks visiting their relatives,
and anybody who doesn't own a Wimebago . Thesé laws are a dadistic and
generaly lneffective way of dealing with poverty and homelessiess,

But enough preaching, you've been nabbed: what do you do?

Be pvolite but firm., Do not consent to any searches, but allow
them under nrotest, telling the officer you vrefer not to be sezrched.
Say so in a volice loud enough to be heard by any witnesses nearbr,

Then try to get the name, address, phone number of anyone who has seen
what havoened, .

If you are wearing or cerrying anything thet could be construed
as a weaoon and sre asked to hand it to the officer, tell her/him thet
s/he has your permission to examine 1%, but make no move to vass 1t over.
(You may be charged with brendishing = weapon. )

After the confrontation, show your ticket to sympathetic
neovle (there are such folks usually to be found vpessin- a2round a
Petition for Homeless Rights, sometimes near the Bookshop Sahta Cruz).
File an informal comvlaint form (anonymously if you wish) with the
Homeless Rights Petitlioners so they can keep a record of how heavy
the police harassment is, :

Call the Ombudsman A dvocate at 429-1913 if you are concerned
that you heve other outstanding warrants and so may not want to show up
1n court to deal with this latest ticket. You may do so anonymously.

What next? Stay tuned for the next lssue of the Street
Sheet, or investigete the matter yourself, pass on your suggestions
and exnerlences, and B us know what's haprening. Remember we are not
lawyers and the preceeding 1s not legal advice. Just some suggestions.
(to be continued :

PETITIONERS _NEED HELP D :

Sc you've signed the Petition for Homeless Rights, Big Deal,
Nothing's changed, Maybe you've even called the City Council Hotline
and told them to end the camping ban (429-3550 M-F 9-5). But you still
hear the same stories of busts and more busts. This means it's time
£o turn up the heat. The Gang of 7 (City Council end Mayor) can only
continue their repressive policies and maintain their shiney liberal
credentials if you keep quiet, How about not cooperstling? Show up
gt upcoming liberal events with a petitlon, asking for slgnatures and
educating veople about current city practices regarding neople who Just
want a place to sleep free from hassle. Share your experliences with
the tourists. Consider involving yourself in future demonstrations.
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SANTA CRUZ — A small group

Poren the S F. londenhChb
ond e

.of homeless people and their sup- 1 o %e v'vrr;-:. “mon wos
porters were preparing to face ar- | § 3 -
rest Tuesday night for camping on . e, .::::ﬂ:.::d u:
C_lty Rall grounds to protest the theew it becy boutle, hilting my ton
city’s camping ban. B fm':ahn.::-:hgw e
Police warned the would-be. - ity ek
campers that they would not be \:,":_ omies ;,"::j'"""d
ticketed, but would be arrested and _-;  resdens who oppose thei choice of

booked into County Jail, possnbly' :
after a strip search, if they i
on setting up camp at City Hall.

The protesters said they ‘vere
staging the slcep-in event to get |
attention afler a City Council meet-  *
ing, during which protesters took =
turns asking the council to end the
city's ban on camping.

The council cut off public com- *
ment on the issue after 20 minutes,
Camping-ban protesters have ad-

dressed the council about the issue n'ﬂn:uv—'ﬂ;-.l o
at each of the past several council  Minder cnd obetrict $hwix work. The
meetings. Pobics Depor o
harges ot membert of the or

By 11:45 p.m., with the city coun- e e teoeld o work vith

cil meeting still under way, about
10 protesters had set up camp along
the east wall of the council

chambers. Flydisslparinplplapiird
i ’ Haight Homeless °“"£‘ A. STEAK
sentine Editor — The Haight Athbury o 5
QM B | ovkled neighburbond, Mary peo-
- ple are orguing wih they tomcenc- _Edidor — There are three things
e1. Wo have compassion for the Michorl Domesedy flemers. Septem-
homeless and try 1o do what we con hﬂh‘dd’ l-oallnmm-'

10 halp. Siotivics tell vv e cbout
50 percont of the homeless are males
berween the oges of 25 and 40,
deﬁmm-bmnahm

" e men con be sem drinking
out of bagy while siting oround
Ahvord lake, wondeing ond por-
hondling up Hoight Strew. urinating
in déorways ond dealing drug.
With the increase of men
gathering ot Alvord ke came on
increcie i drug decling on Hoight

O 0 forther ste of waid by
ria, Domraelly suggesn that the home-
It wil sorve # deprived of fieo

5.¢.Senbine | 4

it 5 2

Hungry for. virorkw.,

meepere oo

SANTA' CRUZ — Klr-n H.].l wood, abo _ohe
tryinn 10 rublls up some dinner for ber unemployed Nusband }
and her 16-month-o1d baby last week s she waved (bia algn st
pasalng matorlsts alons West CIT Drive. “Thia ks no scam '*
we Uve In & broken-down whits van parked Jn Dsvanport and
I'm out her Irylnl 1D gel some Qoceries togeiher for my [
husband apd baby,” she sald. "When my buabsnd 1an't louking-
for work, he's at home waiching the baby wi hu 'm out here'”
:rm-. ot housewark, yardwork, any wa: 1l even do.ld

ewood 2ald her {amlly has besn In m a for & fowil

AnE thav she 1n sbie ta Srude op add Jobe bw.OF three
)% a weck by nolding ot ber slgn slooguide the rued.
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Donnelly would recognizs the Food
ot Bombn groop o am octivist front

banging on things.

As for the homelen, the word
& Much @ symptom o @ condition. I
dercribes 0 minduet, e inobikity of
6me to conlorm %0 the drictvres of

in the pork, you ore frer. Homelets
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ested,






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































